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Instructions 

Follow the instructions your teacher gives you to complete the 

following oral tasks 

Section A: Unprepared Reading 

Read aloud the passage you are given as a shared reading. 

Interpretation: fluent, reads with expression, 
uses correct punctuation and phrasing. 
Shows interest when reading. 

Excellent 8 9 10 

Very Good 7 

Good 6 

Average 4 5 

Weak 1 2 3 

Accuracy: is not omitting/inserting words, 
replaces words, repeats words, reverses 
words, incorrect pronunciation 

No Mistakes 5 

½ per fault 
4 3 

2 1 

Loud, Clear Reading Loud and Clear 3 

Not loud enough 2 

Too loud or soft 1 

Inaudible 0 

Speed Correct speed 2 

Too fast or slow 1 

Educator’s Comments Total Earned 

20  

 

  



Section B: Listening and Speaking 

Listen carefully to the passage your teacher will read to you Your 
teacher will read the passage twice. The first time it is read, try to 
listen for important facts and information. Concentrate very hard. 
The second time the passage is read, you may take notes. You must 
write down the answers to each of the question after your teacher 
has read them to you. 

1. Where was Arianna standing while she was watching the 

procession?  (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

2. Who were the only people on the island who did not get the day 

off?   (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

3. The Barcone was a ceremonial barge. What colour was it? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

4. How do the people feel about the Duchessa’s Marriage with the 

Sea? How do you know this? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

5. Briefly describe the Duchessa. Mention any one point. (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

6. Why couldn’t the people see her face? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 



7. What is so amazing about the Duchessa? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

8. How old is Tomasso? (1) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

9. Imagine that you are at this event. Describe your feelings about 

what you see and hear. (2) 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

_____ / 10 Marks (Section B) 

_____ / 30 Marks TOTAL 

 

 



Grade 7 Term 2: Unprepared Reading as well as Listening and Speaking 
 
Arianna watched the whole procession from her brother’s boat. They 
had the day off work, like everyone else on the lagoon islands, except 
the cooks. No one worked on the day of the Sposalizio who didn’t have 
to, but so many revellers had to be fed. 
 
“There it is!” shouted Tommaso suddenly. “There’s the Barcone!” 
 
Arianna stood up in the boat, causing it to rock again, and strained 
her eyes towards the mouth of the Great Canal. In the far distance 
she could just see the scarlet and silver of the Barcone . 
 
Other people had seen the ceremonial barge too, and soon the cheers 
and whistles spread across the water as the Duchessa made her 
stately way to her Marriage with the Sea. The barge was rowed by a 
crew of the city’s best mandoiiers: those handsome young men who 
sculled the mandolas round the canals that took the place of streets 
in most of Bellezza. They were what Arianna particularly wanted to 
see. 
 
As the Duchessa’s barge drew level with Tomasso and Angelo’s boat, 
Arianna gazed at the muscles of the black-haired, bright-eyed 
mandoiiers and sighed. But not from love.  
 
“Viva la Duchessa!” cried her brothers, waving their hats in the air, 
and Arianna dragged her eyes from the rowers to the figure standing 
immobile on the deck. The Duchessa was an impressive sight. She was 
tall, with long dark hair coiled up on the top of her head in a 
complicated style, which was entwined with white flowers and precious 
gems. Her dress was of thin dark blue taffeta, shot with green and 
silver, so that she glittered in the sunlight like a mermaid . 
 



Of her face there was little to be seen. As usual she wore a mask. 
Today’s was made of peacock feathers, as shimmering and iridescent as 
her dress. Behind her stood her waiting women, all masked, though 
more simply dressed, holding cloaks and towels. 
 
“It is a miracle,” said Angelo. “She never looks a day older. Twenty-five 
years now she has I ruled over us and ensured our happiness, and yet 
she still has the figure of a girl.” 
 
Arianna snorted. “You don’t know what she looked like twenty-five 
years ago,” she said. 
 
“You haven’t been coming to the Marriage that long.” 
 
“Nearly,” said Tommaso. “Our parents first brought me when I was five 
and that was twenty years ago. And she did look just the' same then, 
little sister. It is miraculous.” 
 

(Source: City of Masks, Mary Hoffman, Bloomsbury, 2002, pp. 20-21) 
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